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Such, I think, was the faith which reached its
fullest expression in the teaching of Jesus, a faith
developed by powerful Hebrew thinkers by the aid
of writing, because when thoughts could be written
one thinker could begin where another left off. By
this process emerged a conception of final reality
as personality on the infinite scale which, with all its
manifest difficulties, affords the best answer to the
riddle of life. But these Hebrew thinkers, and those
they taught, did not themselves regard this concep-
tion as a product of thought. To them the Mosaic
idea of Yahwe appeared too majestic for human
conscience and thought to conceive. It must, they
assumed, have been told to Moses by Yahwe himself
in so many words. This led to the story that Moses
had learned what he taught in conversations with
Yahwe himself in the clefts of Horeb.

The human race, still in its childhood, craves for
certainty. The idea of direct revelation satisfied this
craving. No one had seen, as yet, that if this craving
were satisfied, if final answers to the riddle of life
could in fact be vouchsafed, then the freedom of
men to choose between right and wrong was illusory.
The discovery that human knowledge of reality
can never be more than a guess, a guess which each
must make for himself, was reserved for the Greek
thinkers. It never occurred to the Hebrew prophets
that God could have left human beings to think out
for themselves the faith which was needed to guide
their actions, The great conceptions of God and his
ways which entered their minds they regarded as
oracles, of which they were only the vehicle or
mouthpiece.

The invention of writing itself did much to pro-
mote this idea. The people who practised the art and
knew how it worked were few. To the vast majority
it seemed a mystery or indeed a species of magic.
A story told in Australia may help the reader to